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Middle East Festival Music, Storytelling and Dance for Peace 

From Saturday 28 February – Sunday 15 March 2009 the 6th Annual Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace, MESP 2009, will bring together people from a wide range of spiritual backgrounds, people working with peace, conflict, reconciliation and justice, educators, teachers, scholars and students, people from artistic and cultural backgrounds, people working with health, wellbeing and healing experiences and concerns, people from diverse cultures, traditions and communities, and people from across Scotland and internationally.
More generally, everyone participates in an individual and non-representative capacity, to allow people to draw upon their own unique individual experiences and to share their unique visions and perspectives, and people of all backgrounds who respect the Festival ethos are warmly invited to participate in this spiritual, educational, artistic and cultural and international festival which celebrates peace and mutual understanding. 

There will also be externally organised pre events from Thursday 19 February – Friday 27 February 2009, and a Middle Eastern Film Festival at the Filmhouse from Saturday 31 January - Thursday 19 February 2009, and there will be exhibitions and displays from Saturday 17 January – Monday 16 March 2009 at venues across Edinburgh.
The non-political nature of the Festival allows for an exceptional diversity among the participants. In total there will be some 80 events in MESP 2009, including pre-events, with speakers and guests from the Middle East, Africa, Europe and UK.
The Festival is jointly organized by the Edinburgh International Centre for Spirituality and Peace, EICSP, Scottish Charity SC038996, and the Edinburgh Institute for Advanced Learning, EIAL, supported by partner organisations, funders, hosting organisations, as well as participating individuals and communities.
Within MESP 2009 there will be five music, storytelling and dance events, listed in detail in the Notes for Editors:

1. Saturday 28 February: Event: Love, Lover and Beloved: An Evening of Sufi Devotions and Ecstatic Music. Facilitators: Khidmatul Khadim, the International Sufi School, The Diwan Ensemble, and Murshid Saadi Shakur Chishti (Dr Neil Douglas-Klotz).

2. Sunday 1 March: Event: Land-Song-Being: Sacred Chants with Fionntulach and Peter Govan.

3. Saturday 7 March: Event: Concert: Coming Home: An Evening of Piano Music and Poetry with Susanne Olbrich and Margot Henderson.

4. Thursday 12 March: Event: "A Mouthful of Happiness" (luqmit is sa adeh) - An Evening of Storytelling, Music and Dance with Peter Vallance (Storytelling and Dance), Mohamed Nafee Mohammed (Oud) and Rob MacKillop (Lute, Baroque Guitar and Theorbo).

5. Saturday 14 March: Event: Ancient Songs of Devotion from Kurdistan, Woven with the Mystical Tones of the Celtic Harp with Tara Jaff.

In MESP 2009 twelve thematic strands to the Festival will be explicit, to allow a range of entry routes into the Festival, namely:
1. Spirituality, Interspirituality and Intraspirituality; 

2. Peace, Conflict, Reconciliation and Justice; 

3. Education and Learning; 

4. Arts and Culture; 

5. Health, Wellbeing and Healing; 

6. Equality, Diversity and Communities;

7. Environmental Responsibility and Climate Change; 

8. Engagement with Science and Medicine;

9. Engagement with Communication Media; 

10. Engagement with Business and Industry;

11. Engagement with Government, Parliament, NGOs and Civic Society; 

12. Celebrating Scotland, the UK and the Middle East.

Contact: 

Neill Walker, +44 (0) 131 331 4469, mesp2009@hotmail.co.uk, www.mesp.org.uk  

ENDS
Notes for Editors

● Middle East Festival Website: www.mesp.org.uk 
● Middle East Festival News Releases and Articles: news releases for the 2009 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace can be downloaded from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or are available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, mesp2009@hotmail.co.uk
● Middle East Festival Interviews and Photo Opportunities: contact Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, mesp2009@hotmail.co.uk
● Middle East Festival Pictures: some emailable pictures for the 2009 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace are available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, mesp2009@hotmail.co.uk
● Middle East Festival Brochure: a PDF of the full-colour A5 Festival Brochure for the 2009 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace will be available to download from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or hard copies are available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, mesp2009@hotmail.co.uk
● Middle East Festival Poster: the Poster for the 2009 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace will be available to download from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or it can be emailed as a high resolution jpeg from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, mesp2009@hotmail.co.uk
● Further Middle East Festival Information: further information on the 2009 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace can be downloaded from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or is available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, mesp2009@hotmail.co.uk

● Festival Booking Offers and Passes: The following Festival Booking Offers and Passes are available for MESP 2009, during the dates Saturday 28 February - Sunday 15 March 2009 inclusive, for the events in Edinburgh:

Attend 5 workshops, get one free.

1 week pass: £130/£100 (Concessions).

2 week pass: £200/£150 (Concessions).

16 day pass: £240/£180 (Concessions).

1 weekend pass: £40/£30 (Concessions).

2 weekend pass: £70/£55 (Concessions).

3 weekend pass: £100/£80 (Concessions).

● Concessions: Concessions are available to Senior Citizens, the Unwaged, Students and the Disabled. In the case of those who are visually impaired and those in wheelchairs, the concession is extended to one escort. Please inform us of any special needs well in advance.

● Festival Event Booking and Booking Offers and Passes:

Online: www.mesp.org.uk 

Phone: +44 (0) 131 331 4469

Email: mesp2009@hotmail.co.uk
Events can be booked online, using Paypal, and workshop registration forms or a Festival Brochure or Poster can be downloaded through www.mesp.org.uk. You can also email or phone to receive event information, workshop registration forms or a Festival Brochure or Poster.

● Middle East Festival Funding and Support: The Festival organisers would like to acknowledge and thank those organisations and individuals who have offered financial and in-kind support to this Festival.

Financial and in-kind support towards the Festival in general has come from the Scottish Government, the City of Edinburgh Council, Scottish Screen, Awards for All, the List, EAE, Direct Distribution, the Kalliopeia Foundation, the Shalem Institute, the Pump House Trust, the Edinburgh International Centre for Spirituality and Peace, EICSP, Scottish Charity SC038996, and the Edinburgh Institute for Advanced Learning, EIAL. Support for individual events is listed beside the event itself.
In-kind support has come from organizations who we have worked with to organize specific Festival events. These organizations are listed beside the specific events which they have been involved with. Further in-kind support has come from a range of hosting and supporting organizations and individuals.

● Middle Eastern Film Festival: Saturday 31 January - Thursday 19 February 2009

Event: Middle Eastern Film Festival.

Organisers and Partners: 2009 Middle East Festival, MESP 2009, Edinburgh Iranian Festival 2009, the Filmhouse, the Persian Society of the University of Edinburgh and the Department of Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies of the University of Edinburgh, supported by the Scottish Iranian Community and the British Council, with funding from Scottish Screen. 

This project is organised by Neill Walker (on behalf of MESP 2009), committee members (on behalf of Edinburgh Iranian Festival 2009) and James McKenzie (on behalf of the Filmhouse), and is managed by Neill Walker (on behalf of the EICSP). The film programmers are James McKenzie, Maryam Ghorbankarimi and Stephanie Tait.

Venue: The Filmhouse, 88 Lothian Road, Edinburgh, EH3 9BZ.

Dates: Saturday 31 January – Thursday 19 February 2009.

Event Description: The purpose of the Middle Eastern Film Festival is to provide a focus for the study and promotion of Middle Eastern cinema. The geographic area covered by the Festival broadly covers that outlined in Oliver Leahman’s ‘Companion Encyclopedia of Middle Eastern and North African Film,’ which includes Central Asia, North Africa, Turkey, Israel, Egypt, Palestine, Lebanon, Syria, Iran and Iraq.

The Iranian films will represent the three generations of films and filmmakers in the post revolutionary years in Iran showcasing the wide breadth of talent and innovation that exists in Iranian cinema. This will include films by some well-known directors who have helped build Iranian cinema's reputation along with some films by lesser-known directors who have been unjustly overlooked, and finally some films by new Iranian talents who have emerged in the last couple of years. Other Middle Eastern films in the Festival will feature the best of contemporary Middle Eastern cinema.

This Middle Eastern Film Festival hopes to introduce and educate new audiences about Middle Eastern films and culture, bring together Iranian and other communities, providing networking opportunities for filmmakers, and to allow for question and answer sessions that will accompany some of the film screenings.

This year the Middle Eastern Film Festival has focused on mapping the changing and evolving character of Iranian cinema, reintroducing some of the most significant works of the last two decades, including the works of auteur directors Bahran Beizai (Bashu, the Little Stranger), Abbas Kiarostami (Where is the Friend’s House?) and Amir Naderi (The Runner), whilst also highlighting the works of lesser-known, but influential, female directors such as Rakhshan Bani Etemad (Nargess), Tahmineh Milani (Two Women) and Manijeh Hekmat (Three Women). Also included is an example of the highly under-represented war genre, The Scent of Joseph’s Shirt by Ebrahim Hatamikia, who for the first time focused his camera on the aftermath and the influence of war on the home front. Rounding off this section are some fine examples from Iran’s new generation of filmmakers, including recent award-winning films As Simple as That (Seyyed Reza Mir-Karimi), Lonely Tune of Tehran (Saman Salur) and Have You Another Apple? (Bayram Fazli).

The festival also provides a platform for three remarkable feature length directorial debuts, Seyfi Teoman’s beautiful and lyrical Turkish drama Summer Book, Lebanese filmmaker Michel Kammoun’s gritty but playful comedy Falafel, and Chadi Zeneddine’s surreal journey through war-torn Beirut, Falling from Earth.

For finalised details see: http://www.filmhousecinema.com/

Contact and Booking: 0131 228 2688, http://www.filmhousecinema.com/

● Five Music, Storytelling and Dance Events During MESP 2009

Saturday 28 February

Event: Love, Lover and Beloved: An Evening of Sufi Devotions and Ecstatic Music.
Facilitators: Khidmatul Khadim, the International Sufi School, 

The Diwan Ensemble, and Murshid Saadi Shakur Chishti (Dr Neil Douglas-Klotz).
Venue: Meeting Room, Quaker Meeting House, 7 Victoria Terrace, Edinburgh, EH1 2JL.
Time: 7pm for 7.30pm-9.30pm.

Event Description: The Sufi Way has been called the "Path of Love" and one of the most famous Sufi chants reminds the listener that "God is Love, Lover and Beloved." In many different ways, Sufi music and chant worldwide celebrates the sacred as an evolving relationship rather than a static set of concepts or theologies. The Sufi musicians and teachers assembled here will share music and chant that awakens the heart and revivifies the soul, from the Middle East, Turkey, Africa and Europe (including Scotland). Presenters will include:

1. Khidmatul Khadim, the International Sufi School: Meditative Zikrullah: Zikrullah, or the repetition of the Divine Attributes, is a central practice in Sufi spirituality. It purifies the heart of negativity and rekindles what is dormant - the power of love of every human being. In total sincerity and self-less chanting, these loving qualities are awoken;

2. The Diwan Ensemble: The Diwan Ensemble share songs (Diwan) from the North African Darqawi Sufi tradition. Comparable to the beauty of Psalm singing, the purpose of singing the Diwan is to absorb the meaning until you find that the song is singing in you. The singer and song unite, a process and prelude to the universal union with the Creator. Song sheets will be provided on the night. For more information and to listen to the Diwan please visit: http://www.myspace.com/thediwan;
3. Murshid Saadi Shakur Chishti (Dr Neil Douglas-Klotz): Sufi Zikr has been called "the remembrance of perfection and the perfection of remembrance." This presentation will include zikr chants from the Chishtia and Mevlevi Sufi traditions, which recall the journey of the seeker: from the One, to the One, and with the One.
This is a participatory evening, during which the audience will have the opportunity to learn about and join in various Sufi chants and musical meditations for peace. All are welcome to participate in the Sufi devotional and ecstatic spiritual practice!
Cost: £8/£6 (Concessions) on the door on the night.

Contact: Neill Walker, mesp2009@hotmail.co.uk, 0131 331 4469.

Sunday 1 March

Event: Land-Song-Being: Sacred Chants with Fionntulach and Peter Govan.

Venue: Meeting Room, Quaker Meeting House, 7 Victoria Terrace, Edinburgh, EH1 2JL.

Time: 7pm for 7.30pm-9.30pm.

Event Description: 1. Land-Song-Being: Sacred Chants of the Gael with Fionntulach. 

The Fuinn - with Fionntulach, of the Order of Céili Dé.  

The Fuinn (singular - Fonn) are a part of the Céile Dé, or Culdee tradition…the oldest continuous expression of spirituality in Britain and Ireland. 

Fonn is a Gaelic word that simultaneously means Song, State of Mind and the Land. The Fuinn work on many different levels, they harmonise the three parts of us that relate to each of the word’s three meanings - the Spiritual, the Psychic and the Physical. They are a powerful spiritual tool that is sometimes celebratory, sometimes heart-awakening or at other times will serve to deepen us towards a meditative state. Particularly in this time in our history, they seem to want to be sung! 

Within the tradition, the Fuinn are prescribed by a spiritual teacher, according to the spiritual need of the practitioner. 

During this evening’s event, Fionntulach will sometimes sing solo and will at other times invite the audience to participate in some of the chanting, which can vary in style from a simple and serene plainchant style to ecstatic and wildly improvisational. For more information about the Céile Dé tradition, please visit www.ceilede.co.uk

2. Land-Song-Being: Sacred World Chants and Tuvan Two-Tone Throat Singing with Peter Govan.

Peter weaves Sacred World Chants, Tuvan Two-Tone Throat Singing and his own melodies on the harmonium to create music of soaring tones and melodies.

Peter blends all of his influences of sacred Scottish and Indian music and soaring vocal tones and overtone harmonics to create a truly unique and dynamic genre of serene music. Peter has given concerts and taught overtone singing workshops in the USA, Canada, New Zealand and Australia as well as in the UK. 

During this evening’s event, Peter will combine two-tone harmonic overtone singing from Tuva (where two vocal tones soar high and long, simultaneously like swallows in flight), while singing his own original, gentle and expansive melodies of wordless depth and emotive purity. Peter’s playing of the harmonium will weave through the vocal melodies, sacred Chants from India and Scotland, including the Gayatri Mantra and Selki Seal People Songs from long ago, to name but a few. 

3. Land-Song-Being: Sacred Chants of the Land and Sea with Fionntulach and Peter Govan.

Fionn and Peter sing together to create magical improvisations of the Sacred Chants of the Land and Sea.

Cost: £8/£6 (Concessions) on the door on the night.

Contact: Neill Walker, mesp2009@hotmail.co.uk, 0131 331 4469.

Saturday 7 March

Event: Concert: Coming Home:

An Evening of Piano Music and Poetry with Susanne Olbrich and Margot Henderson.

Venue: St Mark’s Unitarian Church, 7 Castle Terrace, Edinburgh, EH1 2DP.
Time: 6.30pm for 7pm-9pm.

Event Description: At the heart of all our yearnings is the longing to come home. In uncertain times like these, that need is all the greater. What does it mean to come home to the Here and Now, to our true nature, to our place in all of Nature?

Susanne Olbrich and Margot Henderson weave together piano music, poetry, story and song, inviting their audience on a journey home to themselves and to the present moment. Both have been performing together for several years, creating original work that reflects their ongoing engagement with Mindfulness Practice in the tradition of Zen Master Thich Nhat Hanh. Words and music provide a rich experience which is meditative, poetic, moving and thought-provoking, as well as light-hearted and uplifting.

Margot will recite her own work and poetry by Thich Nhat Hanh, which, with depth and humour, highlights our interconnectedness with Nature, the wonders of life, and the preciousness of the present moment.

Susanne’s work as a composer and pianist forms a unique contemporary blend of jazz, classical and a wide spectrum of other influences. Expect to hear tango, Celtic reminiscences and sounds from the inside of the grand piano.

Both artists have performed widely and capture audiences with their heart-opening style.

“I have arrived, I am home. My destination is each step.” Thich Nhat Hanh

Cost: £6/£4 (Concessions), on the door on the night.

Contact: Neill Walker, mesp2009@hotmail.co.uk, 0131 331 4469.

Thursday 12 March

Event: "A Mouthful of Happiness" (luqmit is sa adeh) -
An Evening of Storytelling, Music and Dance with Peter Vallance (Storytelling and Dance), 

Mohamed Nafee Mohammed (Oud) and Rob MacKillop (Lute, Baroque Guitar and Theorbo).

Venue: Meeting Room, Quaker Meeting House, 7 Victoria Terrace, Edinburgh, EH1 2JL.
Time: Doors open: 6.30pm. Event: 7pm-9.30pm.

Event Description: The title for our evening comes from the Arabic name for the dinner served to a newly wedded couple. Tonight we offer you a feast of music, story and song as befits a great wedding celebration. The courses will include love, passion, supernatural beings and humour drawn from the Arab and Jewish diasporas. We hope our blending and interweaving of many strands from as far away as Spain and North Africa will satisfy your taste buds and leave your heart joyous and uplifted.

1. 7pm-7.30pm: Peter Vallance (Storytelling) accompanied by Rob MacKillop (Spanish baroque guitar).

2. 7.30pm-8pm: Rob MacKillop (Music from 17th-century Scotland for lute and guitar).

8pm-8.20pm: Interval.

3. 8.20pm-8.45pm: Peter Vallance (Storytelling) accompanied by Mohamed Nafee Mohammed (Oud).

4. 8.45pm-9.10pm: Mohamed Nafee Mohammed (Oud) (Baghdad's Sorrows).

5. 9.15pm-9.30pm: Peter Vallance (Group Dance Facilitation) accompanied by Mohamed Nafee Mohammed (Oud).

Peter Vallance: Peter Vallance lives at the Findhorn Foundation where he tells stories, teaches dance and is Artistic Director of the Universal Hall. He leads pilgrimages to sacred sites and has made his own personal pilgrimage to Jerusalem and Konya.

Mohamed Nafee Mohammed: Mohamed Nafee Mohammed is an Iraqi singer and musician who started singing and playing oud at an early age in parties, and at Iraqi and international festivals. He recorded many songs for Iraqi TV but stopped singing when he was involved as an army officer in the war between Iraq and Iran. He restarted his music activities when he arrived in the UK in 1998, and he established the Babylon Arabic Band and released his first CD in 2005. He organizes regular Arabian Night parties nationwide.

Rob MacKillop: Rob has recorded many CDs of historical music. In 2001 he was awarded a Churchill Fellowship for his research into medieval Scottish music, which led him to studying with Sufi musicians in Istanbul and Morocco. He broadcast an entire solo concert on BBC Radio 3 from St John’s, Smith Square, London. 

In 2004 he was Composer in Residence for Morgan Academy in Dundee, and in 2001 was Musician in Residence for Madras College in St Andrews. He created and Directed the Dundee Summer Music Festival. He has also been Lecturer in Scottish Musical History at Aberdeen University, Dundee University, and at the Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama. He is presently Musician In Residence to Queen Margaret University, Edinburgh.

Cost: £10/£8 (Concessions) on the door on the night.

Contact: Neill Walker, mesp2009@hotmail.co.uk, 0131 331 4469.

Saturday 14 March

Event: Ancient Songs of Devotion from Kurdistan, Woven with the Mystical Tones of the Celtic Harp with Tara Jaff.

Venue: Meeting Room, Quaker Meeting House, 7 Victoria Terrace, Edinburgh, EH1 2JL.
Time: 7pm for 7.30pm-9.30pm.

Event Description: Tara Jaff will present traditional Kurdish songs with lyrics of 17th and 18th century Sufi poets of Kurdistan blended with the soothing sounds of the Celtic harp played in an innovative style adapted to the musical rhythms and mode of the region.
The harp (change in Kurdish and Persian), the oldest know stringed instrument, had a presence in Iranian music until the 17th century. The change was often mentioned by the mystic poets of the region.

Tara Jaff is a Kurdish musician who has been exposed to many influences. Over the years she experimented with different string instruments, but it was her fascination with the ancient harps of Sumeria, Assyria and Elam, dating as far back as 3000BC, that led her to the contemporary Celtic harp. Tara has embraced this instrument and has introduced it to Kurdish music, and in particular to folk songs. She has developed an innovative style to adapt to the various musical rhythms and modes of the region, bringing a contemporary expression to an ancient form of song and music.

Tara has been living in the United Kingdom since 1976, and she has performed widely in concerts, festivals, conferences and galleries, mainly as a solo artist, and she has featured regularly in radio and television in several countries. Her occasional collaborations have been with a wide range of artists; musicians, singers, poets, storytellers, painters and film-makers. She is also involved in outreach work where she brings her harp to hospitals to play soothing music to the patients and staff. For more information on Tara Jaff see: www.tarajaff.com
Cost: £10/£8 (Concessions) on the door on the night.

Contact: Neill Walker, mesp2009@hotmail.co.uk, 0131 331 4469.

